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Coronavirus: The initial HBF response

HBF determined three key activities to help steer the home building 
industry through the crisis:

• Understanding the views of members through weekly phone 
calls

• Relaying these concerns to Government and other key 
stakeholders including the Construction Leadership Council 

• Keeping the industry updated on the latest developments 
through our new communications channels, the Daily 
Coronavirus Briefing and the dedicated coronavirus web page 
on the HBF website



The initial response of the home building industry

Government permitted construction activity to continue during lockdown

The home building industry’s top priority was protecting the health and safety of its workforce, supply 
chains and the local communities in which it builds

Most home building stopped due to: 1) The need to establish new ways of working safely in line with 
PHE and Government guidance 2) The difficulties posed by the closure of much of the supply chain and 
sales market 3) Public perception

At the top of industry’s priority list was ensuring a safe return to site as soon as practically possible



A safe and gradual return to site

• The home building industry has been 

undertaking a gradual and phased return 

to work 

• This has been supported by the launch of 

the HBF/MHCLG Charter for Safe 

Working Practice in May

• Its purpose is to ensure development is 

carried out safely and in accordance with 

Government and PHE guidelines

• In conjunction with members, we have 

also produced a guidance document for 

industry on how to reopen sales offices 

safely 

To download, go to:

www.hbf.co.uk/charter



The role of home building…

…in the 
economic 
recovery

Attentions are turning to the recovery phase but it is too 
soon to tell how the industry will fare in the coming months

However, home building does have the potential to play a 
vital role in the revival of the economy

The industry supported 800,000 jobs and £42bn of 
economic activity in 2018-19

A range of measures could be introduced to help the 
industry to deliver on its potential



Enabling home builders to support the economic recovery

These measures include, but are not limited to, the following:

• Extending the current Help to Buy scheme

• Boosting the second hand market

• Support for retirement housing

• Permitting extant planning permissions to be extended

• Improving the availability and terms of SME finance 

• Homes England acquiring stock for affordable housing

We are raising these issues with Government directly and through the Construction 
Leadership Council (CLC) – HBF is leading the CLC’s Housing Group, one of four 
industry groups tasked with looking at the recovery of the construction sector



Looking beyond the pandemic
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