




1 Home ownership in England fell from 71% in 2003 to 65% in 2011-13. Among households aged 16-35, home 
ownership fell from 60% in 1991 to 34% in 2012-13. 
2 The private sector accounted for 56% of England housing completions from 1954-90, but 84% from 1991-2014. 
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3 Many local standards (energy, space,accessability, etc) added to costs without generating a compensating increase 
in sales revenue, so that the additional cost had to be absorbed out of land values. 
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4 We define an SME house builder, using NHBC statistics, as starting 100 or fewer units per year. 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

5 According to the Institute for Fiscal Studies (IFS), from 2009-10 to 2014-15 “some of the [local authority] service 
areas that saw the largest cuts to net spending were planning and development (which was cut to less than half its 
original level)”. (IFS Press Release. Sharpest cuts to local government spending in poorer areas; some areas likely to 
lose most in next few years. 6 March 2015). The National Audit Office (Local Government New Burdens. June 2015) 
also concluded that planning and development spending had suffered significant cuts within local government 
spending. 
6 A recent survey of house builders by Knight Frank concluded: “The biggest policy change that would help boost 
development volumes would be recruiting more people to Local Authority planning departments, according to 
respondents.” (Gaining Ground. Housebuilding Report 2015) 

http://www.hbf.co.uk/fileadmin/documents/Policy/Publications/HBF_Background_Paper_-_Resources_for_Local_Authority_Planning_Departments-_Aug_2015.pdf
http://www.hbf.co.uk/fileadmin/documents/Policy/Publications/HBF_Background_Paper_-_Resources_for_Local_Authority_Planning_Departments-_Aug_2015.pdf


 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

7 Green Belt plus other environmentally protected designations such as National Parks, Areas of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty and Sites of Special Scientific Interest. From DCLG Land use Change Statistics in England, 2011 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hbf.co.uk/fileadmin/documents/Policy/Publications/HBF_Background_Paper_-Responding_to_market_demand-_Aug_2015.pdf
http://www.hbf.co.uk/fileadmin/documents/Policy/Publications/HBF_Background_Paper_-Responding_to_market_demand-_Aug_2015.pdf


 

 

 

 

8 The previous government’s local standards review streamlined the chaos of local standards, but local authorities 
can still adopt additional local space, security, water and accessibility standards. 

http://www.hbf.co.uk/fileadmin/documents/Policy/Publications/HBF_Background_Paper_-Residential_Brownfield_Presumption-_Aug_2015.pdf
http://www.hbf.co.uk/fileadmin/documents/Policy/Publications/HBF_Background_Paper_-Residential_Brownfield_Presumption-_Aug_2015.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hbf.co.uk/fileadmin/documents/Policy/Publications/HBF_Background_Paper_-_Community_Infrastructure_Levy_-_The_Future-_Aug_2015.pdf
http://www.hbf.co.uk/fileadmin/documents/Policy/Publications/HBF_Background_Paper_-_Community_Infrastructure_Levy_-_The_Future-_Aug_2015.pdf


 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

9 OFT Homebuilding in the UK; a market study. September 2008 
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