
Steel Pole Ladders

The NASC have been made aware of the following safety alert

Steel Pole Ladders

The HSE recently imposed a prohibition notice on a scaffold contractor (non-NASC member)
about the use of a particular type of steel pole ladder following a reported fall from height.

The HSE noted that the steel pole ladder used as ladder access on the scaffold did not have
any grip/tread on the rungs and as such was in breach of the provision of Work Equipment
Regulations 1998 Regulation 4 (1).  

Steel pole ladders are a popular form of ladder equipment for scaffolds and all scaffold
contractors are urged to check that if they are using the steel version that the ladder does
indeed have a ribbed or textured tread on the stiles to ensure compliance.

According to the Ladder Association the minimum standard for a ‘trade purpose’ ladder is
EN131. Within this specification document it states the following...

“A rung is defined as "a climbing support with a standing surface from front to back of less
than 80mm and at least 20mm".

It also requires that "rungs and steps made of metal or plastics shall be made with antiskid
walking surface, e.g. by profiling”.

For information please see attached the aformentioned prohibition notice and site
photographs.

It should also be noted that the scaffolding in question was not built in accordance with SG4:10 “Preventing Falls in
Scaffolding”
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