
 

 

 
 
 
This note provides details of the Cabinet and Ministerial reshuffle carried out by the Prime 
Minister on 5 June following the resignation of a number of Cabinet members and other 
Ministers over the previous few days. 
 
In the new Cabinet, John Denham succeeds Hazel Blears as Secretary of State for 
Communities and Local Government and John Healey becomes Housing Minister – attending 
Cabinet - following Margaret Beckett’s departure. 
 
Other key Cabinet positions with responsibility for issues affecting housing remain largely 
unchanged. Alistair Darling stays as Chancellor of the Exchequer and Lord Mandelson at 
Business with increased responsibilities, while Ed Miliband continues at the Department for 
Energy and Climate Change and Hilary Benn at Defra. Yvette Cooper has, however, moved 
to become the new Secretary of State for Work and Pensions with Liam Byrne becoming 
Chief Secretary to the Treasury. 
 
The Department for Innovation, Universities and Skills has been merged with BERR to create 
a new Department for Business, Innovation and Skills under Lord Mandelson. 
 
As an existing CLG Minister, John Healey will be familiar with a number of the issues 
affecting the industry. He has been involved with last year’s Planning Act, including 
discussions on the Community Infrastructure Levy, and changes to future arrangements for 
the adoption of Regional Spatial Strategies. HBF will be seeking an early meeting with the 
new Housing Minister. 
 
A full list of the new Cabinet and other changes is set out below. There may yet be further 
changes in junior ministerial positions and we will let you know of any that bear on matters of 
interest to the industry. 
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Cabinet: 
 
Prime Minister, First Lord of the Treasury and Minister for the Civil Service 
The Rt Hon Gordon Brown MP 
 
Leader of the House of Commons and Lord Privy Seal; Minister for Women and 
Equality (and deputising for the Prime Minister at PMQs) 
The Rt Hon Harriet Harman QC MP 
 
First Secretary of State, Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills and 
Lord President of the Council 
The Rt Hon Lord Mandelson 
 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
The Rt Hon Alistair Darling MP 
 
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
The Rt Hon David Miliband MP 
 
Secretary of State for Justice and Lord Chancellor 
The Rt Hon Jack Straw MP 
 
Secretary of State for the Home Department 
The Rt Hon Alan Johnson MP 
 
Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
The Rt Hon Hilary Benn MP 
 
Secretary of State for International Development 
The Rt Hon Douglas Alexander MP 
 
Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government 
The Rt Hon John Denham MP 
 
Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families 
The Rt Hon Ed Balls MP 
 
Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change 
The Rt Hon Ed Miliband MP 



 
 

 
Secretary of State for Health 
The Rt Hon Andy Burnham MP 
 
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland 
The Rt Hon Shaun Woodward MP * and # 
 
Leader of the House of Lords and Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster 
The Rt Hon Baroness Royall of Blaisdon 
 
Minister for the Cabinet Office, and for the Olympics and Paymaster General 
The Rt Hon Tessa Jowell MP 
 
Secretary of State for Scotland 
The Rt Hon Jim Murphy MP 
 
Secretary of State for Work and Pensions 
The Rt Hon Yvette Cooper MP 
 
Chief Secretary to the Treasury 
The Rt Hon Liam Byrne MP 
 
Secretary of State for Wales 
The Rt Hon Peter Hain MP 
 
Secretary of State for Defence 
The Rt Hon Bob Ainsworth MP 
 
Secretary of State for Transport 
Lord Adonis 
 
Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport 
Ben Bradshaw MP 
 
Other Cabinet attendees: 
 
Chief Whip (Parliamentary Secretary to the Treasury) 
The Rt Hon Nick Brown MP 
 



 
 

Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
The Rt Hon Lord Malloch-Brown 
Minister of State (Housing), Department for Communities and Local Government 
The Rt Hon John Healey MP 
 
Minister of State (Business), Department for Business, Innovation and Skills 
The Rt Hon Pat McFadden MP 
 
Minister of State (Science and Innovation), Department for Business, Innovation and 
Skills 
The Rt Hon Lord Drayson* 
 
Attend Cabinet when their Ministerial responsibilities are on the agenda 
 
Attorney General 
The Rt Hon Baroness Scotland of Asthal QC 
 
Minister of State (Children), Department for Children, Schools and Families 
The Rt Hon Dawn Primarolo MP 
 
Minister of State (Employment), Department for Work and Pensions 
The Rt Hon Jim Knight MP 
 
Minister of State (Regional Economic Development and Co-ordination) Department for 
Business, Innovation and Skills 
The Rt Hon Rosie Winterton MP 
 
The Queen has accepted the following resignations: 
 
Cabinet resignations: 
The Rt Hon Hazel Blears MP 
The Rt Hon Geoff Hoon MP 
The Rt Hon John Hutton MP 
The Rt Hon Paul Murphy MP 
The Rt Hon James Purnell MP 
The Rt Hon Jacqui Smith MP 
 
 
 



 
 

Other resignations: 
The Rt Hon Tony McNulty MP** 
The Rt Hon Margaret Beckett MP** 
The Rt Hon Beverley Hughes MP** 
The Rt Hon Caroline Flint MP** 
Tom Watson MP 
 
Advisory roles 
The Rt Hon Geoff Hoon MP is to take an "advisory role" on EU and NATO policy. 
Sir Alan Sugar is to become Enterprise Tsar (to get peerage - NOT to be a minister). 
 
Other departures 
Ian Gibson, the Labour MP for Norwich North, has announced he is standing down - with 
immediate effect - as an MP. 
 
He held Norwich North with a 5,459 majority over the Conservative party in 2005. 
 
* unpaid 
** attended Cabinet 
 
# Provides Ministerial support to the Prime Minister in the Cabinet Office on the coordination 
of Government Policy and Strategy 
 
 
 
 

John Slaughter  
Director of  

External Affairs 
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