Stockton Regeneration DPD: Issues and Options

2. Spatial Strategy

2.14 Should the existing limits to development of the villages be maintained?

Option 1: In many cases extending the limits to development of the villages may be more sustainable than allowing development in other locations. Equal consideration should be given to both Greenfield and brownfield and the merits of each should be taken into consideration i.e. certainty of delivery, sustainability.

5. Economic Regeneration

5.1 Employment Land 

Option 1: Government policy requires the best use to be made of development land. PPS3 (paragraph 44) specifically advises local authorities to take a realistic view of the amount and type of land likely to be required to meet economic demands and, if land is identified or allocated for employment use over and above likely future demand, serious consideration should be given to allowing those sites to be developed for other uses.  On that basis, HBF suggests that the most appropriate approach would be one that sought to identify (with full justification) key employment sites and allocations that should be protected. 

Then, for all non-key employment sites there should be a criteria based policy which sets out what factors will be taken into consideration in determining whether or not a site should be released for an alternative form of development.  These factors should incorporate assessments of viability, demand, need, obsolescence, suitability for employment versus non-employment use and so on. It is not just rundown employment space which could be allowed to be lost to other uses but any non-key site where there is no longer a demand for continued employment use or where such a use is incompatible with its location. 

