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Policy SE5: Renewable Energy Generation

The HBF supports the Council’s policy to increase the renewable energy capacity in the city. However, it believes that this is better off being delivered through large scale renewable energy generation rather than within residential developments at a smaller scale. In terms of on-site renewables, I would remind you that the industry is serious about reducing the carbon footprint of housing and is supportive of the Code for Sustainable Homes as well as being a signatory to the 2016 Commitment. Housebuilders are working to improve the energy efficiency of new housing and finding ways of incorporating energy efficient technologies (where relevant) in the design process. However, the industry believes that the best way to improve the energy efficiency of new housing stock and to promote renewable energy is through innovations in materials and technology development and the economies of scale available to house builders to incorporate the best of these new technologies in the construction process, not by setting arbitrary targets that are impossible to measurable. We feel that the prescription of minimum percentages for the incorporation of certain types of micro-renewable energy is neither constructive nor beneficial in helping to tackle the long-term challenges of climate change. Such an approach could fragment efforts to achieve economies of scale and prevent a concerted focus from the supply chain in developing the most promising new products efficiently. 
The generation of energy via micro-renewables will do little to help reduce carbon emissions (for many reasons, but not least because of the energy consumed by domestic appliances inside the home). The reduction of CO2 is best tackled through the design and construction of homes, improvements to the existing stock, changes in consumer preferences and individual behaviour and, at the macro-scale, through investment in cleaner power generation by Central Government. A plethora of micro-renewables spread across the UK’s 26 million existing homes, needing regular cleaning, routine servicing (by people in vans) and eventual replacement after a couple of decades, strikes us as an inefficient use of resources. 

Moreover, many of these renewable technologies are in their infancy and are relatively untested. Only solar collectors are anything like a viable on-site option at the moment – all the other options currently available are expensive, inefficient and offer no security of supply in the longer term. This may adversely affect the saleability of housing schemes if people are wary of these untested technologies and the implication of break-down in the form of rising service charges or maintenance costs.  These technologies will also add to the medium and long-term management costs of the socially rented sector.  

Targets for the Environment

Paragraph 11.7   

1. The HBF believes that equal consideration should be given to both Greenfield and brownfield and the merits of each should be taken into consideration i.e. certainty of delivery, sustainability. Green belt allocations should be reconsidered to allow for greater flexibility in achieving economic growth.
 Policy SH2: Locations for New Housing and Maintaining a Supply of Land

The HBF believes that the distribution of housing should be developed out of a Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment and Strategic Housing Market Assessment areas. These studies are important to determine sites the market would like to bring forward for development. As the Government guidance sets out at paragraph 6, the primary role of the SHLAA is to identify sites with the potential for housing, assess (and so quantify) that housing potential and assess when that potential is likely to be delivered. In order to do this the council will have to continue to engage with key stakeholders such as house builders, landowners, developers, and estate agents in order to ensure that all relevant considerations are factored into assumptions about the PPS3 “ables” and so the assessment is robust and credible which obviously it must be to ensure that any policy derived from evidence contained in the SHLAA is sound.

