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GREATER LONDON AUTHORITY ACT 2007

Synopsis of key changes

Greater London Authority Act received Royal Assent on 23 October giving more strategic powers to the Mayor of London in key areas ranging from climate change to housing to culture. The Act brings into law a broad package of additional powers for the Mayor of London and the London Assembly including new lead roles in housing and tackling climate change, strengthened powers over planning and waste, and enhanced powers in health and culture. 

Under the provisions of the GLA Act 2007 the Mayor will: 

· Publish a London housing strategy, setting out his strategic housing investment priorities for London; 

· Be able to determine planning applications of strategic importance in London; 

· Publish a strategy for reducing health inequalities between Londoners; 

· Be subject to a duty to address climate change, and publish a London climate change mitigation and energy strategy and an adaptation to climate change strategy for London.

The Act can be sourced at:  

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts2007/pdf/ukpga_20070024_en.pdf
The accompanying Regulatory Impact Assessment document which provides a plain words interpretation of the Act can be found at:  

http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/citiesandregions/pdf/521691
The Act will require the amendment of the Town and Country Planning (Mayor of London) Order 2007. The latest draft version of the Mayor of London Order can be viewed at:  

www.gos.gov.uk/497417/docs/200511/DraftMayorOrderJune2007
Modifications to the Town and Country Planning (Mayor of London) Order 2007are currently being considered and consultation will take place later this year. The following is a brief summary of key issues that have an impact for Members. 

HOUSING

The specific provisions in the Act require:


Housing Strategy

Section 333A requires the Mayor to prepare a statutory Housing Strategy, to provide a strategic framework for housing in London. It will include a statement of his strategic housing investment priorities and the outputs expected from using funding from the Regional Housing Pot (RHP) for affordable housing. As Members are aware, the Mayor published his first Draft Housing Strategy in September. 

The Statement is required to set out the broad allocation of affordable housing spending. It will also set out in broad terms the outputs sought for different types of affordable housing ‘products’ (see section 333A (b)). Members will recall that the Mayor’s Draft Housing Strategy has specified this, by increasing the target for 3 bed plus social rented homes from 35% to 42% and in intermediate housing from 4% to 16%. The Statement will also set out the spatial distribution of housing in line with the strategy (see the appendix to the Draft Housing Strategy which lists the principal development sites).


The Housing Corporation

Section 333D (1) requires the Housing Corporation to assemble an affordable housing programme for London in line with the London Housing Strategy’s Statement of investment priorities.


Local Authority Housing Strategies

Section 333D (3) requires local authority housing strategies to be in general conformity with the Mayor’s Housing Strategy. 

PLANNING

The specific provisions in the Act are:


Mayoral powers to direct changes to Local Development Schemes

The Mayor is provided with the power to influence what Local Development Documents the boroughs produce (see Section 30 (4) ). This will ensure that the borough’s Local Development Schemes reflect London Plan strategic priorities. The Mayor will need to have regard for national and local planning issues and the resources available to LPAs. The Secretary of State can override the Mayor’s powers if it conflicts with national policy (see Section 30 (8) ).


Development control

Sub-section (2) of section 1 of the TCPA 1990 is amended, giving the Mayor the power to determine certain planning applications.  

Section 2 of TCPA 1990 is amended by adding a new section 2A allowing the Mayor to determine ‘applications of potential strategic importance’. Members should note that what constitutes an ‘application of potential strategic importance’ is currently being reconsidered. The current definition used, as set out in the Town and Country Planning (Mayor of London) Order 2007, is reproduced below:

Category 1A

1.Development which comprises or includes the provision of more than 150 houses, flats, or houses and flats. 

Category 1B

1.  Development (other than development which only comprises the provision of houses, flats, or houses and flats) which comprises or includes the erection of a building or buildings—

(a) in the City of London and with a total floorspace of more than 100,000 square metres;

(b) in Central London (other than the City of London) and with a total floorspace of more than 20,000 square metres; or

(c) outside Central London and with a total floorspace of more than 15,000 square metres.

In exercising this power, the Mayor will need to take into account the relevant borough’s decision on what it would do with the application and have regard for local policies and issues (see p.26 of the accompanying Regulatory Impact Assessment). 


Planning Obligations

Section 2D of TCPA 1990 is amended by inserting section 2E concerning planning obligations. The Mayor will be the lead party for S106 matters relating to those applications he decides as the planning authority. 

CLIMATE CHANGE AND ENERGY

The measures introduced here are intended to result in more effective action across London to address climate change. There is an explicit acknowledgement in the accompanying Regulatory Impact Assessment that London is an important ‘beacon’ in developing carbon management practices and adaptation to climate change (p.36). The current non-statutory status of the Mayor’s energy strategy undermines its effectiveness. Giving this issue a statutory footing will – so the Government reasons – send a strong signal to all stakeholders of the importance of energy policy and the importance of London in the delivery of the UK’s climate change and energy agendas. The key provisions are:

Statutory duty to address climate change

The Mayor and Assembly are statutorily charged under Section 361A to address climate change. They must take account of Government policies and comply with any directions from the Secretary of State. 

Regard for climate change in exercising GLA’s general power

The Mayor must have regard for climate change in exercising GLA powers and in the preparation of or revision of any statutory strategies. 


Preparation of two new statutory strategies

- 
A London Climate change Mitigation and Energy Strategy; and

· An Adaptation to Climate Change Strategy for London

The Regulatory Impact Assessment document acknowledges the costs to businesses of climate change related policies, but it reasons that since the provisions are not mandatory it is hoped a partnership approach will resolve difficulties (pp.36-37).  
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