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Emailed to cmyers@sedgefield.gov.uk
Forward Planning Team

Neighbourhood Services

Sedgefield Borough Council

Council Offices

Spennymoor

DL16 6JQ

28 August 2007

Dear Sir or Madam

Draft Affordable Housing SPD

Thank you for giving the Home Builders Federation (HBF) the opportunity to comment on the above document. The HBF have considered the proposed document and have made the following observations:

4. What is Affordable Housing?

Reduced Cost Market Housing

The HBF believes that low cost market housing should also be considered as part of the housing mix as it provides a housing for those households at the lower end of the market who would otherwise be concealed or occupy a social rented or intermediate dwelling.  This should be offset against the affordable housing requirement.

11. Known/ Unknown Development Costs

The HBF would like to emphasise that the Council must be realistic when setting Section 106 agreements. Landowners may not wish to sell land at lower prices and will probably hold onto land instead. 

Thank you again for giving the HBF the opportunity to comment. We trust you will take our comments into account and look forward to receiving further information regarding the progress of the document.

Yours faithfully,

Laura Edwards

Laura Edwards (maternity cover for Gina Bourne)

Regional Planner – Northern Region
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