
 
2016 Commitment 

 
 -----  A commitment to building zero carbon homes by 2016  ----- 

 
The "2016 Commitment" is a statement of intent by the signatory parties and is not in any 
sense legally binding upon them. 
 

Climate change is real and happening. The recent Stern review made it clear that the science and 
the economics add up to a powerful case to cut emissions across the world – and quickly. The 
challenge is global but action must start at home.  
 
Changes to our population and demographics have boosted demand for housing, and reduced 
affordability for many ordinary families. We need sufficient new housing at affordable prices to 
meet the current and future demand.  This requirement represents a real opportunity to build 
homes fit for the needs of the future – homes designed and built in a way to reduce carbon 
emissions, to be resilient to climate change and to deliver high standards of customer satisfaction.
 
The Government has set out an ambitious timetable for the progressive tightening of building 
regulations (Part L) in 2010 and 2013, with the aim of achieving zero carbon new homes by 2016. 
This will be supported by the Code for Sustainable Homes, the Planning Policy Statement on 
Climate Change and stamp duty relief for zero carbon homes.  Importantly, this timetable has 
been developed following consultation, and in partnership with, business, local government and 
green stakeholders.   
 
If we meet the Government’s housing ambitions, by 2016, we should be building an additional 
240,000 homes every year, but these should not add to the carbon emissions associated with 
housing. 
 
These are challenging ambitions. Much needs to be done to develop products and the supply 
chain, ensure the effective availability of appropriate energy supplies, meet skills requirements, 
invest in and disseminate research and understand customer requirements. Central and local 
government, together with the housebuilding, energy and construction products industry will all 
need to work together to achieve this. No one partner can realise the objective alone. 
 
Many in these sectors, as well as the green NGOs, have told us of their support for the zero 
carbon homes 2016 target, the proposed changes to building regulations in 2010 and 2013 and 
their willingness to collaborate with each other within the proposed policy framework to achieve 
the target. 
 
This Commitment is therefore established to formalise this support. It is an expression of real 
commitment from the undersigned that they will work in partnership together with the aim so far as 
they are able to do through such continued co-operation that: 

 
 By 2016, zero carbon homes are a reality at the scale required to meet housing targets;   

 
 Over the interim period new homes will meet the increasingly higher environmental 

standards as set out in building regulations; and  
 

 They resolve the issues that need to be tackled to achieve the 2016 objectives.  
 
This will include a shared endeavour to:  
 

 Undertake, and commission the necessary research, using sound science, to find 
practical solutions that deliver homes that are affordable, durable, desirable and healthy 
places to live;  

 Consult on and contribute to the key policy and regulatory changes and on how they will 
be implemented, and ensure compliance with the agreed national standards;  

 Build a proper skills base in the relevant sectors and industries;  
 Support efforts to communicate the importance of higher environmental standards to the 

wider industry and consumers, and raise awareness of the benefits; 
 Be constructive and cooperative in our approach to delivering higher environmental 

standards in partnership, including comparing and sharing best practice.    
 
 



 
Signatories: 
 

Organisation Name Job Title 

Government Yvette Cooper Minister for Housing 
Home Builders Federation Stewart Baseley Executive Chairman 
Local Government 
Association 

Cllr Paul Bettison Environment Board Chair 

WWF Simon McWhirter Senior Campaign Officer 
UK Green Building Council Paul King Chief Executive 
UK Business Council for 
Sustainable Energy 

David Green Chief Executive 

Callcutt Review of 
Housebuilding Delivery 

John Callcutt Chair 

Construction Products 
Association 

Michael Ankers Chief Executive  

Town & Country Planning 
Association 

Gideon Amos Chief Executive  

National House Building 
Council 

Imtiaz Farookhi Chief Executive 

Adapt Assessment Barbara Watt Managing Director Group Corporate 
Affairs 

Aggregate Industries Ltd Miles Watkins Director of Group Environmental & 
Group Corporate Social 
Responsibility 

Allford Hall Monaghan Morris Peter Morris Partner 
Argyll Development Ltd Steven Braiser Managing Director 
Arup Alistair Guthrie Director 
Association for the 
Conservation of Energy 

Andrew Warren 
 

Director 
 

Atelier Ten     Patrick Bellew  Director  
Atisreal Limited Arlette Anderson Director, CSR & Sustainability 
Barratt Homes Mark Clare Chief Executive 
Baxi Group Martyn Coffey Chief Executive Officer UK & 

Ireland 
Beechcroft Homes Caris Thompson Chief Executive 
Bellway Homes John Watson Chief Executive 
Bennetts Associates Architects Rab Bennetts Director 
Birmingham  City Cllr John Lines  and Cllr 

Paul Tilsley 
Cabinet Member for Housing and 
Deputy Leader with responsibility  
for Climate Change and 
Sustainability respectively 

Blue Lime Glenn Williams Director  
Bovis Homes Malcolm Harris Chief Executive 
BRE Martin Wyatt Chairman 
Bree Day Partnership Timothy Day Architect / Partner 
Bricks and Mortar 
Developments Ltd  

Alex Levitt Director 

British Gypsum  Brian Andreas Business Compliance Manager 
British Land Company plc Claudine Blamey CSR & Environment Executive 
British Precast Concrete 
Federation 

Martin Clarke  Chief Executive 

Cala Group Ltd Geoff Ball Executive Chairman 
Canary Wharf Group plc. Tony (A.J.S.) Jordan Vice President Business 

Development 
Carey Jones Architects Nigel Jacques Director 
Chamois Eco Kitchens John Calleja Sales Director 
Colliers CRE  Mike Roberts  Head of Strategic Consulting - 

Regeneration  
Como Group Ltd Neal Hunt Director for Homes 
Cool Planet Technologies Steve Gray Managing Director 
Corus Construction Services & Alan Todd General Manager 



 
Development 
County Estate Management Andreas Palikiras Marketing Director 
Crest Nicholson  Steve Stone Chief Executive 
Croudace Homes Ltd Andy Yallop Chairman  
Eagle Star Estates Ltd Bill Bromwich Projects Director 
E.On Energy Graham Bartlett Managing Director 
Earthshine Solutions Ltd  Michael Townsend   Chief Executive 
Enfield (London Borough) Stephen Tapper Assistant Director 
English Partnerships John Walker Chief Executive 
Environment Agency Julie Foley Head of Sustainable Development 
Esha (UK) Ltd Tom Moon  FIoR Managing Director  
ETAP Lighting Mark Cunningham Chief Executive 
Eurisol - Mineral Wool 
Association 

Crispin Dunn-Meynell General Secretary 

Explore Living plc Karl Pickering Managing Director 
Fairgrove Homes Ltd Steve Midgley Managing Director 
First Base  Elliot Lipton Managing Director 
Fisher & Dean Ltd David Dean Managing Director 
Forbo-Flooring  Angus Fotheringhame Managing Director 
Fulcrum Consulting  Andrew Ford Director  
Galliford Tri Greg Fitzgerald Chief Executive 
GLA Ken Livingstone Mayor of London 
Grace Construction Products Roger Probert Technical Service Manager 
Grimshaw Michael Pawlyn Associate Director 
Gypsum Products 
Development Association 

Crispin Dunn-Meynell General Secretary 

H+H UK Ltd Cliff Fudge Technical Director 
Halcrow Yolles  Tim Thornton Regional Director, Property 
Hammerson Paul Edwards Head of Sustainability 
Hanson Plc Paul Tunnacliffe Company Secretary 
Housing Corporation Steven Douglas Acting CEO of the Housing 

Corporation 
Hylands Construction Nigel Seager  Managing Director 
Igloo Regeneration                Robert Knight  National Construction Director 
Intro Homes Peter Taylor Managing Director 
Kimberley Burge Limited Richard Burge Director 
Kingspan Group  Gene Murtagh  Chief Executive 
LABC Paul Everall Chief Executive 
Lagan Homes Ltd John Lougher Regional Managing Director 
Land Securities Group Ltd Dave Farebrother Environmental Director  
Lend Lease Retail & 
Communities UK 

Daniel Labbad Chief Operating Officer 

Marley Eternit Ltd Paul Reed Marketing Director 
McCarthy & Stone Howard Philips Chief Executive 
Merton (London Borough) Michael Owens Chief Executive 
Michael Dyson Associates Ltd Alistair Dyson Managing Director  
Miller Homes Tim Hough Chief Executive 
Modern Masonry Alliance Martin Clarke  Chairman 
Morris Homes Ltd Mike Gaskell Chief Executive 
National Centre for Excellence 
in Housing 

Anne Scothern Director 

N.G.Bailey Ltd Martin Bailey Director 
NHBC Ian Davis Operations Director 
Northumbria University Steven Hodgson Dean of the School of the Built 

Environment 
Notting Hill Housing Paul Pearce Chief Executive 
Oskomera  Dennis Gieselaar Director 
Pegasus Retirement Homes 
Plc 

Peter F Askew Chief Executive 

Persimmon Homes John White Chairman  



 
pha·consult Edward Garrod Director 
Prologis Developments Ken Hall Managing Director 
PRP Architects Andy von Bradsky Director 
PTS Plumbing Trade Supplies Alan Ball Managing Director 
Realinvest Ltd  Luca Catalano  Managing Director 
Redrow Neil Fitzsimmons Chief Executive 
RENEW North Staffordshire Hardial Bhogal Director 
Robert Adam Architects  Hugh Petter Director 
RoofKrete Limited John Manniex Managing Director  
RTKL-UK Ltd  Nick Guy Associate Director 
Saint-Gobain Construction 
Products 

John Colley Executive Managing Director 

Sandwood Design and Build 
Ltd 

Richard Garland Joint Managing Director 

Shelter Adam Sampson Chief Executive 
Stanhope plc Peter Rogers Technical Director 
Taylor Wimpey Peter Redfearn Chief Executive 
Thames Gateway London 
Partnership on behalf of 11 
local authorities in the 
Gateway 

Chris Roberts Chair 

Travis Perkins Jez Cutler Group Environment Manager 
UK Steel Ian Rodgers Director 
United Utilities Philip Green Chief Executive 
Urban Renaissance Villages 
Ltd 

Bill Gair Chief Executive 

Wilson James Limited Gary Sullivan Managing Director 
Woking Ray Morgan Chief Executive 
Work Inc Group  Craig Eastwood CEO and Director of Sustainability 
Zero-Carbon Solutions Ltd Dr Niels Bjergstrom Director 

 
 
 
 


