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Emailed to john.potts@hartlepool.gov.uk
Hartlepool Partnership

Bryan Hanson House

Hanson Square

Hartlepool

TS24 7BT

11 April 2007

Dear Sir

Climate Change Strategy

Thank you for giving the Home Builders Federation (HBF) the opportunity to comment on your Climate Change Strategy. The HBF have considered the proposed document and have made the following observations:

The Home Builders Federation and Britain’s house building industry is working together with the Government to start addressing how to deliver the Government’s ambitious attempt to deliver higher environmental standards. The home building industry broadly welcomes the Government’s environmental targets. However, Paragraph 1.8 of PPS12 makes it clear that planning policies should not seek to duplicate or cut across matters more appropriately within the scope of other legislative regimes. Energy efficiency in building use and construction is manifestly the responsibility of the building regulations Part L.

Therefore, the policy approach should be worded flexibly in recognition of these concerns. There should be hard and fast requirements for achieving non statutory and unenforceable criteria. The policy approach should concern itself with the spatial implications of land use rather than involving itself in matters best left to other regulatory processes.  

Home Builders Federation welcomes the recognition in this document that existing stock needs to be improved as this is often of a low environmental standard, and therefore the main culprit for high carbon emissions from housing. 

Thank you again for giving the HBF the opportunity to comment. We trust you will take our comments on board and look forward to receiving further information regarding the progress of the document.

Yours faithfully,

Laura Edwards

Laura Edwards (maternity cover for Gina Bourne)

Regional Planner – Northern Region
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