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             Local Development Framework for Craven District Outside the Yorkshire Dales National Park 

Supplementary Planning Document (SPD): Affordable Housing Provision within General Housing Developments, Consultation Draft (October 2006)


1. Why should I use this form?

You are recommended to use this form because it will help us consider your comments properly. More forms can be obtained from Granville Street Council Offices, Skipton Town Hall and Settle Town Hall, or photocopies of the form can be made. This form is also available on the Council’s website: 

http://www.cravendc.gov.uk/Craven/Residents/PlanningServices/PlanningPolicy/LDF/CoreStrategy/CoreStrategy.htm
2. If possible, please use TYPE when completing the form. You may submit the form yourself or on behalf of an organisation or company. Alternatively you may appoint someone to do it for you – an agent. If an agent is appointed their full details should also be given (see Section 1 below) and all future correspondence will be sent to this agent.

3. Please remember to sign and date the form.

4. When should I submit my form?

The consultation period starts on Friday 10th November and ends on Friday 22nd December 2006. Please make your submission in good time, as late submissions received outside this period may not be considered.

5. Please return paper copies of the form to:

Head of Planning and Building Control, Craven District Council, Council Offices, Granville Street, Skipton, BD23 1PS.

Alternatively electronic copies of the form can be submitted via the Council’s email address at: ldf@cravendc.gov.uk
6. What will happen to my form?

Please note that your comments cannot be treated confidentially. At the end of the consultation period, the Council will analyse and consider all responses and will prepare a statement setting out a summary of the main issues raised and how these have been addressed in a finalised version of the SPD that the Council intends to adopt.


SECTION 1:  (Please use BLOCK CAPITALS)



SECTION 2

Please insert your comments below


SECTION 3

Thank you for taking the time to complete this form.  All comments received will be taken into account when the SPD consultation draft is finalised for adoption by the Council. If you wish to be notified of adoption of the finalised SPD (in accordance with your contact details provided in Section 1) please tick the following box.


FURTHER INFORMATION: Telephone the Planning Policy Team on 01756 706472 or email ldf@cravendc.gov.uk
RESPONSE FORM


and Guidance Notes











Gina.bourne@hbf.co.uk











0113 272 7574











0113 272 7573











LS11 5HL











Home Builders Federation


Brooklands Court


Tunstall Road, Leeds














Regional Planner











Bourne











Gina











Miss





Personal Details			Agents Details (if applicable)





Title








First Name





Last Name








Job Title


Address


























Postcode





Telephone Number








Fax Number





Email Address























I wish to be notified of the Council’s adoption of the finalised SPD.











Signature …………………………..…..     Date……………








The HBF and its house building members are not opposed to delivering affordable housing to meet the Government’s Sustainable Communities agenda, provided the policy is in accordance with national advice in relation to affordable housing. 





Evidence Base


It is noted that paragraph 21 includes reference to a Housing Needs Assessment (2005).  It is important to note that such assessments are now changing and the Government is to place increased emphasis on Housing Market Assessments.  The HBF considers it is important that policy is founded on the most up to date robust and credible evidence base.





Type and Tenure


Paragraph 31 states the Council has an overall goal of securing approx. 70% social rented and 30% intermediate tenure during 2005 – 2010. It is important to ensure that definitions of these different types of affordable housing are in accordance with the recent definitions set out in PPS3 (2006). The final sentence that states the exact proportions on a site by site basis may vary according to local circumstances is supported. A prescriptive policy will not help deliver much needed affordable housing. 





Pepper-Potting


The HBF has concerns regarding the statement that the Council will require pepper-potting of affordable housing on sites within the plan area as set out in paragraph 42. While in principle this suggestion is supported and would contribute towards the creation of a mixed and balanced community, in reality and in practice this notion has in the past proved to be unworkable.





Off-site Provision and Commuted Sums


The strong presumption in favour of on-site provision and against the payment of commuted sums or off-site provision is objected to. This does not provide sufficient flexibility and also appears to be based on the historical experiences that using commuted sums and providing affordable housing off-site has proved more difficult and less efficient.








