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Richard Bennett

Planning Policy Manager

Bolsover District Council

Sherwood Lodge

Bolsover

Derbyshire

S44 6NF

16 October 2006

Dear Mr Bennett

Sustainable Residential Design Supplementary Planning Document for Bolsover District Council, North East Derbyshire District Council and Chesterfield Borough Council
Thank you for consulting the Home Builders Federation (HBF) on the above Supplementary Planning Document.  The Federation has a number of concerns it wishes to raise to assist in preparing the first draft.  Please find the HBF’s comments below.

· The HBF would be opposed to prescriptive design policies within the SPD.  These issues are not locally specific, they occur nationally, therefore should be applied nationally on a consistent basis.  Otherwise, development may be constrained due to differences in required building practices between localities.

· In addition, it is considered that emerging policy (in some cases) is beyond the remit of planning e.g. renewable energy, resource efficiency, access etc.  Such policies would be best placed within the remit of Building Regulations.  Experience has shown that the established system of building control in England and Wales provides a reliable framework for the control of health, safety and energy efficiency matters within buildings.  
· Finally, some of the desired policy approaches are inconsistent.  For example, the industry has to provide dwellings of a high density whilst also providing dwellings that meet Lifetime homes standard, which require more spacious dwellings for improved access.  
I hope you find these comments useful.  I look forward to receiving notification of the further progress of the LDF.

Yours sincerely

Hanna Mawson

Regional Planner 

Midlands and South West 

As from 31 May the Midlands HBF Office address and contact details will be as follows:
First Floor, Oakfield House, Small Heath Business Park, Talbot Way, Birmingham, B10 0HJ  
T: 0121 260 1554/1555      M: 07730 051968      E: midlands@hbf.co.uk
