Sue Rowlands

Tibbalds Planning and Urban Design

19 Matlings Place

169 Tower Bridge Road

London

SE1 3JB

31 August 2006

Dear Madam

Oldham Rochdale Urban Design Guides Consultation

Thank you for inviting the Home Builders Federation (HBF) to comment on the above design guides. 

Please find enclosed a completed feedback form for the following:

1. Urban design guide

2. Design and planning process: guide to good practice

3. Residential design guide

4. Public realm design guide

We trust you will take our comments on board and look forward to receiving further information regarding the progress of the guides.

Yours sincerely

Gina Bourne

Regional Planner – Northern Region

Home Builders Federation
Oldham Rochdale Urban Design Guides: Consultation Feedback

	URBAN DESIGN GUIDE



	CONTENT 

The urban design principles identified in this guide are generally supported.



	APPEARANCE

The inclusion of photographs and diagrams is useful, however it is important that any diagrammatic illustrations are not too complicated and should be accompanied by an explanation where appropriate.

Any local examples of good practice could be made available from house builders that work in the area.



	USEABILITY

The guide has a lot of text included, it may be useful to include a summary or list of all issues covered by the guides, such as the checklist included at the end of Design and Planning Process: A guide to good practice.

It needs to be made clear what weight these guides will be given in determining planning applications. In addition it needs to be demonstrated that the usefulness and implementation of the guidance will be monitored and they will be reviewed as appropriate.

The main users of the guide could be identified clearly in the introduction.




Name:


Gina Bourne


Organisation:

Home Builders Federation

Date: 


30 August 2006

Oldham Rochdale Urban Design Guides: Consultation Feedback

	DESIGN AND PLANNING PROCESS: GUIDE TO GOOD PRACTICE



	CONTENT 

It is noted that the national planning policy section on page 17 refers to PPG3 but not draft PPS3. Given that the final version of PPS3 is expected to be published in the autumn, it is considered appropriate to update this document to refer to PPS3, on its publication, to ensure that the document is not out of date as soon as it is published.

Welcome the inclusion of the section of Design Statement, which are now a requirement for all planning applications, excluding small application, in accordance with DCLG Circular 01/06 ‘Guidance on Changes to the Development Control System’. The circular includes the following headings that set out what will need to be covered by such a statement, amount, layout, scale, landscaping and appearance. Any advice in this guide should take into account the advice in the circular and could reference this document that may be of use to users of the guide.

Welcome the inclusion of the checklist in section 8, which will be very useful to developers, house builders etc.



	APPEARANCE

The inclusion of photographs and diagrams is useful, however it is important that any diagrammatic illustrations are not too complicated and should be accompanied by an explanation where appropriate.

Any local examples of good practice could be made available from house builders that work in the area.



	USEABILITY

It needs to be made clear what weight these guides will be given in determining planning applications. In addition it needs to be demonstrated that the usefulness and implementation of the guidance will be monitored and they will be reviewed as appropriate.

The main users of the guide could be identified clearly in the introduction.




Name:


Gina Bourne


Organisation:

Home Builders Federation

Date: 


30 August 2006

Oldham Rochdale Urban Design Guides: Consultation Feedback

	RESIDENTIAL DESIGN GUIDE



	CONTENT 

There is a public realm section in this guide in addition to the separate document on this issue. While it is recognised that this is an important area where good streets and spaces need to be created, there should not be any repetition in these documents. The public realm design guide could be referenced in the residential design guide as required.



	APPEARANCE

The inclusion of photographs and diagrams is useful, however it is important that any diagrammatic illustrations are not too complicated and should be accompanied by an explanation where appropriate.

Any local examples of good practice could be made available from house builders that work in the area.



	USEABILITY

The guide has a lot of text included, it may be useful to include a summary or list of all issues covered by the guides, such as the checklist included at the end of Design and Planning Process: A guide to good practice.

It needs to be made clear what weight these guides will be given in determining planning applications. In addition it needs to be demonstrated that the usefulness and implementation of the guidance will be monitored and they will be reviewed as appropriate.

The main users of the guide could be identified clearly in the introduction.




Name:


Gina Bourne


Organisation:

Home Builders Federation

Date: 


30 August 2006

Oldham Rochdale Urban Design Guides: Consultation Feedback

	PUBLIC REALM DESIGN GUIDE



	CONTENT 



	APPEARANCE

The inclusion of photographs and diagrams is useful, however it is important that any diagrammatic illustrations are not too complicated and should be accompanied by an explanation where appropriate.

Any local examples of good practice could be made available from house builders that work in the area.



	USEABILITY

The guide has a lot of text included, it may be useful to include a summary or list of all issues covered by the guides, such as the checklist included at the end of Design and Planning Process: A guide to good practice.

It needs to be made clear what weight these guides will be given in determining planning applications. In addition it needs to be demonstrated that the usefulness and implementation of the guidance will be monitored and they will be reviewed as appropriate.

The main users of the guide could be identified clearly in the introduction.




Name:


Gina Bourne


Organisation:

Home Builders Federation

Date: 


30 August 2006

