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Based on a first reading of the Executive Summary of the Barker II report, just published, there are a number of key messages for HBF (keeping in mind the report is not about planning for housing):

No Radical Reform

Barker found little appetite for a radical rethink of the planning system. The new system is bedding down and the focus of her eventual recommendations will be on the current system. (HBF’s submission argued strongly against yet another root and branch review, with the new system only now beginning to bed down.) (pages 3, 21) However she acknowledges “there still appears to be substantial complexity in the system” (page 11)

Responsive and Efficient

She talks frequently about the need for the planning system to be responsive to price signals and changing economic circumstances, and efficient, recommendations HBF would fully support. (pages 7, 8, 11, 21)

Fiscal Incentives for Growth Agenda

She says there are too few financial incentives for local planning authorities to adopt a “growth agenda” – again HBF would support more targeted and effective financial incentives so that LPAs support economic growth and housing provision. (pages 13, 20)

Economic Role of Housing Supply

Although the report is not about housing, she acknowledges several times the importance of housing supply – e.g. to labour mobility, local labour supply, the formation of business clusters. (page 17)

Employment Land & Housing

On the negative side, she says “the need to deliver land for housing may be having a knock-on effect of distorting the market for employment land”. (page 19-20)

Brownfield Land

She notes that targets for development of previously developed land may mean that only larger developers are able to handle complex issues, such as site decontamination, and are be able to enter some markets. (page 15)

Urban Land

Several times she quotes the fact that only 8.3% of England’s land area is urban, contrary to public perception of the scale of urbanisation. (page 7)
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