Forward Planning

North Kesteven District Council

District Council Offices

Kesteven Street

Sleaford 
Lincolnshire NG34 7EF

24th April 2006

Dear Sir or Madam,

North Kesteven Statement of Community Involvement 

Thank you for giving the Home Builders Federation an opportunity to comment on the Council’s Submission Draft Statement of Community Involvement.

General:

The Council will have seen the draft document from the Planning Inspectorate entitled ‘A framework for assessing soundness and focussing representations on Statements of Community Involvement’. It will no doubt now need to satisfy itself that it is in full compliance with the content of this document, and also ‘Creating Local Development Frameworks – A Companion Guide to PPS12’. The Statement of Community Involvement also needs to be in accordance with ‘Community Involvement in Planning: The Government’s Objectives’ (ODPM, 2004), and the Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004.
Specific matters:

In relation to the specific content of the Submission Draft Statement of Community Involvement document itself, the HBF would also like to make the following brief points:

2.5.1 & 2.5.2 including Tables

The Council refers in relation to Stage 2 of the table accompanying paragraph 2.5.1 to the fact that appropriate stakeholders in Appendix C being consulted, and in relation to Stage 4 that stakeholders will be consulted as appropriate. 

The Council also refers in relation to Stage 2 of the table accompanying paragraph 2.5.2 to the fact that appropriate stakeholders will be consulted.

The HBF would point out that Regulations 17 and 24 of the Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004 also require copies of the SPD / DPD and their Sustainability Appraisals be sent to specific consultation bodies to the extent that the local planning authority thinks that the SPD / DPD affects the body.
I would point out that the HBF (Home Builders Federation) is listed as a key consultee in Annex E of PPS12. At the moment it is not clear as to whether key stakeholders will be sent their own copies of all relevant consultation documents.

Therefore, the Council must ensure that copies of the aforementioned documents will be sent to all relevant key non-statutory consultees. It should not leave it to key stakeholders to have to search for and locate important material of interest to them on the Council’s website.

The document currently fails test of soundness (1) in that it is not apparent whether the LPA has complied with the minimum requirements for consultation as set out in the Regulations. It also fails test of soundness (5) in that the methods of consultation employed are not suitable for the intended audience and for the different stages in the preparation of LDD’s. 

Appendix C

As we stated previously, we welcome the specific listing of the House Builders Federation as a consultation organisation. However, could you please amend this reference to HBF (Home Builders Federation) to take account of our name change (which reflects the fact that our membership are building substantial numbers of flats as well as houses).

Consultation 

I hope that you will find these comments helpful and that they will wherever possible be taken on board in the final version of the SCI, and I await the opportunity to be further involved in all aspects of the LDF generally as it evolves. We therefore look forward to being consulted in relation to all relevant planning policy documents at appropriate times during their evolution. 

I look forward to the acknowledgment of these comments in due course. 

Yours faithfully

Paul Cronk

HBF Regional Planner 

(East Midlands & Eastern Regions)
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