Chris Martin

Director of Planning and Transport

Yorkshire and Humber Assembly

18 King Street

Wakefield

WF1 2SQ

22 March 2006

Dear Chris

ODPM STATISTICAL RELEASE 2006/0042

NEW PROJECTIONS OF HOUSEHOLDS FOR ENGLAND AND THE REGIONS TO 2026

We refer to the above document, which was issued on Tuesday 14 March 2006.

We have now had the opportunity to review the information contained therein and we believe it raises a number of issues in connection with the housing provision figures proposed in the Yorkshire and Humber Plan – Draft Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS)(December 2005). 

Bearing in mind that the Interim 2002-based ONS figures are the basis for generating the overall scale of housing provision for the region for the first two RSS phases 2004–2011 and 2011–2016 it is of great concern to Home Builders Federation members that these figures are now out of date. 

The guidance contained within Draft Planning Policy Statement 3 (PPS3 December 2005) on Housing at paragraph 7 states: ‘In determining the region’s level of housing provision and it’s distribution, regional planning bodies should undertake a sustainability appraisal and take into account: 

‘(b) the Government’s latest published household projections and the needs of the regional economy, having regard to economic growth forecasts;’  

From our calculations it would appear there is a considerable difference between the September 2004 Interim and the 2002-based household projections, which we understand were used in the methodology for calculating the Draft RSS housing provision (these being the last projections prior to those released on 14th March). The model used a 2021 All Households figure of 2,373,767 when in fact the information released on 14 March 2006 for the final projections reveals that the 2021 ‘All Households’ figure should be 2,437,000. The 63,233 increase would make a significant difference to the regional housing requirement, should the updated information be run through the distribution model (see Table 1. below). 

Table 1. Comparison Table
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We understand that the model was originally set up to be flexible, as stated in the Nathaniel Lichfield & Partners document - Economic Success and Housing and we therefore believe that at this stage in the RSS process it would appear to be the ideal opportunity to revisit these figures and to re-run the entire distribution model for 2004 – 2016 to arrive at more accurate baseline information and for subsequent discussion at the Examination in Public.

Whilst it is appreciated that the consultation Draft RSS cannot be changed at such a late stage the Home Builders Federation would strongly urge that the distribution model is re-run as soon as possible and the revised information made available to all participants in the RSS process. 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours sincerely 

LINDA WRIGHT MBA DipTP MRTPI
Regional Policy Manager - Northern Regions

HOME BUILDERS FEDERATION

c.c. Andy Haigh, Policy Manager, Housing 
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